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Dear Mr Williamson and Ms Ford, 
School meals workforce issues 


School meals are important — very important. A hot healthy nutritious meal at school for some 
children will be the only one they get that day. The kitchen staff who prepare and serve these 
meals to children are skilled, knowledgeable and caring workers who take great pride in what they 
do. But now they are worried — about children’s health and about their own livelihoods. 


Many schools employ private contractors to provide meals for our children. Times have been 
good for them over the past few years — many have awarded their directors and shareholders 
generous dividend payments on the profits they have made in schools, colleges and universities. 


Now however, times are a little tougher. Although the government continued to pay contractors for 
the provision of meals in the first lockdown, things did not return to normal in the Autumn term. 
This is leading to cuts in school meals services across the country and cuts to staff numbers, their 
pay and hours of work. 


We have had reports from across the country of school meals workers, an almost exclusively 
female and low-paid workforce, facing challenges such as: 


° Cuts to their hours and incomes, leaving them worried about how they will feed themselves 
and their own families 


e Being forced onto zero-hours contracts with no guarantee of income over the coming 
months 

° Being made redundant at a time when unemployment is rising steeply 

° Lack of opportunities to make nutritious meals when menus are being limited and some 


companies turn to cheaper ingredients 


And now since the return of a full national lockdown we are seeing the extent that these private 
companies will go to in order to maintain their profit margins. Families are receiving food parcels 
containing barely a handful of ingredients with which to feed their children. This is not a 
government funding issue. The government has made funds available — so where is the money 
going? 

Too many private contracting firms are using hard-working tax-payers money to shore up their own 
balance sheets and to make abnormal profits by not providing the healthy nutritious meals the 
money was intended for. 


That is why we are calling on the government to step in and ensure that our children are fed and 
that no school meals worker finds themselves struggling during this pandemic. 


If we don’t want the school meals service to become a casualty of the pandemic we must act now. 


Kind regards, 


} Qh, 


Antoinette Bramble Jon Richards 

Chair of UNISON Cllr Network Head of Education, Local 
Deputy Mayor of the London Borough Government, Police and Justice 
of Hackney, Deputy Leader of the 

LGA Labour Group 


Cllr Thomas Stephens, Labour Councillor for Sudbury, Lead Member for Education, Business, 
Employment and Skills 

Cllr Geoff Webber, North Yorkshire County Council, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group 
Cllr Danielle Stone, Northamptonshire County Council 

Cllr Linda Hellyer, Bideford East Division, Devon County Council 

Cllr Caroline Gruen, Leeds City Council 

Cllr Naomi Tweddle, City of Lincoln Council 

Cllr Jack Hemingway, Deputy Leader Wakefield Council, Elected Member for Stanley and 
Outwood East 

Cllr Paul Bell, Cabinet member for Housing & Planning, London Borough of Lewisham 

Cllr Rachel Hodson, Doncaster Council 

Cllr Margaret Greer, Regeneration & Economic Development Scrutiny Panel, Enfield Council 
Cllr Deirdre Costigan, Chair of COVID-19 Response Scrutiny Panel, Ealing Council 

Cllr Gareth Eales, Northampton Borough Council 

Cllr Emma Roberts, Northampton Borough Council 

Cllr Sam Coleman, Rother District Council’s spokesperson for child poverty and Labour member 
for Sidley Ward 

Cllr Janice Long, Dudden Hill Ward, LB Brent 

Cllr Sue Oliver, Labour Group Leader, Bedford Borough Council 

Cllr Yvonne Smith, Winyates Ward and, Redditch Borough Council 

Cllr Aidan McGurran, Vange Ward, Basildon Borough Council 

Cllr Joanna West, Derby City Council 

Cllr Stella Postlethwaite, North Jesmond Ward, Newcastle City Council 

Cllr Julian Finch, Digmoor ward Skelmersdale Ward, West Lancashire District Council 

Cllr Ros Jackson, Trinity ward, Louth, East Lindsey District Council 


